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ELEMENTABY METE GEOLOGY.

FIG. 20.

it by the gradual decay of the foliage which it has
borne throughout the summer, but we also abstract
from it much of the moisture which otherwise would
have rested about the roots in winter time. These are,
however, digressions, and merely indicate some of the
uses to which a knowledge of evaporation may be
applied.

We have already explained that few atmometers
give really satisfactory results.    Those of small size are

usually exposed in ther-
mometer screens, and
therefore more or les-s
sheltered from the action
of the sun and air.

Professor von La-
mont's apparatus, which
may serve as an example
of smaller instruments, is
shown in fig. 20. It con-
sists of a pan p, connected
by a pipe with a cylinder
c in which a piston
plunger E, carrying a
scale s, is moved up and
down by a screw. The
scale is set at zero, and
then water is poured into the pan until it stands ex-
actly flush with the opening of the outflow pipe o.
The piston is then screwed down till the level of the
water is raised to the run of the pan, and the appa-
ratus is left to itself. When the time of observation
conies, the piston is screwed up again till the level of
the water sinks to the opening of the outflow pipe, and

Von Lament's Atmometer.